
https://www.pref.niigata.lg.jp/site/worldnishikigoisummit/

The first ever World Nishikigoi Summit was held in 
their birthplace, Niigata Prefecture on Novemver 
2022. Ambassadors from 21 countries and buyers 
f rom around the world par t icipated in the 
event , sha r ing the cha rms and h is to r y o f  
Nishikigoi,as well as the further promotion of 
economic and cultural exchange through Nishikigoi.
For more information, please visit the website.

NHK World Japan「CATCH JAPAN」
We produced a prog ram to in t roduce the 
attractiveness of Nishikigoi and Niigata, the 
birthplace of Nishikigoi, to the world. You can 
view it here.

https://biz.jibtv.com/programs/catch_japan_2019/20221223.html

Nishikigoi, Swimming Jewels From Niigata to the World

Nishikigoi is a notable ornamental fish in Japan, due to its vivid red, white, black and 
even gold and silver colors.  About 200 years ago, it originated in the mountainous 
area of Nijumurago, located between present-day Nagaoka and Ojiya City in Niigata 
Prefecture.  Back then, people kept ‘magoi’ a type of carp, in their paddy fields as a 
source of protein for the characteristic snow-heavy winters of the region. Then, one 
day, one magoi happened to display a colorful mutation, in turn starting the 
developments that led to the current Nishikigoi.  In Niigata prefecture, small family 
breeders still raise Nishikigoi in terraced ponds in their traditional ways.

TOPICS

KOHAKU TAISHO
SANSHOKU

KOSHOWA
SANSHOKUHAKU

TANCHO SHIRO
UTSURI

SHUSUI KARASHI
GOI

KIJIRO
（2014, a new breed born in Niigata）
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NIIGATA, The Birthplace of Nishikigoi

Nishikigoi were named after the brilliant colors on their bodies that are found in kimono or 
silk fabrics – “nishiki” in Japanese. They are called “swimming jewels” or “swimming 
artworks”, which many aficionados from abroad are fond of. As such, these special fish 
are called ”koi” or “Nishikigoi” instead of the usual “carp.”  In exhibitions, Nishikigoi are 
valued according to their shape, patterns and the vividness of colors. The exhibition with 
the richest history takes place in Niigata, attracting a multitude of aficionados and buyers 
from home and abroad. At present these exhibitions are held around the world as well.

Swimming Jewels
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Nishikigoi is most renowned for its three major breeds, Kohaku, Taisho Sanshoku and Showa Sanshoku, all of which 
have a mixture of red, white and black colors.
Breeders have long steadily developed a variety of beautiful Nishikigoi, and currently more than 100 kinds are being 
bred nationwide.
Niigata Prefectural Government has also been working on the development of unconventional colors of Nishikigoi, 
and finally, in 2014, after 17 years of hard work, they successfully bred Kijiro, a very rare yellow-colored Nishikigoi.
Currently, they are actively working on evolving new breeds based on this new kind.
Niigata has the most breeders in Japan, raising almost all kinds of Nishikigoi. For this reason, Niigata is called “the 
sanctuary of Nishikigoi,” where you can find any breed you want.

Breed Variety

※

Nishikigoi aficionados from 
a br oad g a the r ing in  the 
mountainous area of Niigata


