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October 15, 2009
Niigata Prefectural New Influenza Prevention Task Force


	Information Regarding the New Influenza Vaccination

	  At the Niigata Prefectural New Influenza Prevention Task Force Meeting held today at10:30 a.m., the new influenza vaccine schedule was decided.
To All Prefecture Residents:
  The current new influenza is highly contagious, but the majority of people recover experiencing minor symptoms.  However, patients who are pregnant or have underlying conditions have a higher tendency than general patients to experience severe symptoms and must be cautious.
  At this time, there is a limited amount of the new influenza vaccine, so a vaccination schedule based on priority was created.
· Vaccination Priority Patients
1 Health Care Professionals
2 Expecting Mothers
3 Patients with Underlying Conditions*
4 Young Children Ages 1-Preschool Age, Primary School Students 

from 1st to 3rd Grade

5 Parents and Guardians of Children less than 1 Year Old
6 Primary School Students from 4th to 6th Grade
7 Junior High School Students, and Children of High School Age, Elderly (65 

Years or Older)
Please refer to the New Influenza Vaccination Schedule document for detailed information.
*Patients with Underlying Conditions：Underlying conditions fall into 9 categories, such as respiratory problems and chronic heart disease. 
· The vaccine is available at 1,400 medical facilities in the prefecture.  Those in the prioritized categories listed above should contact their family practitioner or the nearest medical facility for vaccination.
· The cost of the vaccine is 3,600 yen for one shot (however, if you take a second shot in the same medical facility, the total cost will total 6,150 yen).

For Inquiries

Health Promotion Division of the Department of Health and Social Welfare 025-280-5339(Ms. Saito)

Emergency Management Division of the Bureau of Disaster Prevention 025-282-1631(Mr. Matsuura)

Cost reductions are available for low-income households (please contact your municipal government for details).
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