Niigata Prefecture Press Release


Niigata Prefectural New Influenza Task Force
October 29th, 2009
	The Niigata Prefectural Government Will Start Releasing 
Information Concerning the New Influenza for Prefectural Residents


  Based on the New Influenza Task Force meeting held today, we are urging the citizens to be aware of the following points.
1. New Influenza Vaccination
· Vaccination Start Date
Following the initial plan, vaccination for the highest priority patients, including pregnant women and patients with critical underlying conditions, will start on November 2nd.  However, due to delayed delivery of the vaccination some medical facilities may begin later.

· Vaccination Schedule
At this time, the amount of vaccine is limited, so pregnant women and patients with critical underlying conditions are prioritized, but necessary vaccination is guaranteed according to the schedule, so please be patient until your scheduled time (see the attached document).

· Vaccination Appointments
Pregnant women and patients with critical underlying conditions should contact their practitioner for detailed information.
※For all other patients hoping to get the vaccine, additional information regarding vaccination appointments will be announced in late November.
2. Preventing Infection
  New influenza infection is spreading in the prefecture.  According to a study of the trends of infection symptom outbreak, conducted from October 19th to 25th, the average number of patients in the randomly selected hospitals in the prefecture totals 22.66, which exceeds the national warning standard of 10.
	【A Request to Citizens and Residents in the Prefecture】
· Make efforts to prevent infection by being vigilant about hand washing and gargling and avoiding crowded areas.
· If you experience fever, coughing, running nose, nasal congestion, sore throat, or other symptoms, call a medical facility and confirm in advance, then get examined as soon as possible.
· If you are pregnant or have an underlying condition, please seek advice from your practitioner if you develop a fever before being vaccinated.
· If you see symptoms such as rapid breathing, difficulty breathing, facial discoloration, or spasms in a small child, see a doctor immediately.
· Please refrain from getting examined only to prove you are not infected if you are not experiencing any symptoms.
· Please refrain from visiting an emergency room in non-emergency situations.


	
	【For Inquiries About This Information, Please Contact】
The Health Promotion Division of the Department of Health and Social Welfare

Tel: 025-280-5196 (Ext. 2650/ Mr. Nagasawa)
The Emergency Management Division of the Bureau of Disaster Prevention

Tel: 025-282-1631 (Ext.6431/ Mr. Matsuura)


Information Concerning


New Influenza (A/H1N1)











